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Dear Adventurer,Dear Adventurer,

In keeping with our spirit of imagination, curiosity, sense of adventure and in search for the 
mysterious and unknown, we have designed a tour to the Orkney Islands.

We invite you to join us as we explore the spectacular Orkney Islands with its fascinating 
and enchanting discoveries around every corner and where you will feel touched not only by
the power of the sea , but also the power of the past. Stories and music bring alive the 
ancient sites and beautiful landscape. 

The Orkney Islands can be found off the northern tip of Scotland, lying on latitude 59°
north, where the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean meet. Orkney is an archipelago of 70 or 
so islands and skerries, of which 17 are currently inhabited. 

With 5,000 years of culture, there is history around every corner. Wherever you are, you 
can literally touch the past as you run your hand across rock hewn thousands of years. 
Orkney’s 5,500 year-old Neolithic Heartland was granted World Heritage status by 
UNESCO in 1999, and includes the magnificent preserved stone village of Skara Brae , 
Tomb of Maeshowe and Broch of Gurness.

Wildlife is everywhere in Orkney and during our visit of the Islands we may spot puffins,
razorbills and guillemots congregating on Orkney’s vertical cliffs, whales, dolphins and 
porpoises in the coastal waters. Orkney is home to a vivid palette of wild flowers including 
the rare Primula Scotica, Primroses, Coltsfoot, Celandine, Violets etc .

During your tour you will experience the islands, the sea, the incredible scenic beauty, 
history, wildlife and culture.

Visitors don’t need a particular knowledge of history – just curiosity, a lively imagination, 
and a bit of vision.

I hope you can join us on this voyage of discovery.

Warm Regards

Ursula van TonderUrsula van Tonder
CEO



Day 1, Saturday
Home / Kirkwall
Independent arrival in Kirkwall, Orkney Islands.
The rest of the day is at leisure, with a briefing and introductions before dinner.

Day 2, Sunday
Kirkwall / Mull Head & the Gloup

After breakfast we will embark on a boat adventure of Mull Head and the
Gloup. You will have a very close up view of the birds on the cliffs of 
Mull Head. This "Seabird city" has its own distinct neighbourhoods -
fulmars nest near the top of the cliffs, kittiwakes, guillemots and razorbills
in the middle and shags near the bottom. You also become one of the few 
people that has the opportunity of seeing the Gloup from inside. This is a 

fascinating moment as you travel underground for about 60 yards before seeing the sky from 
within the Gloup. The Gloup is a long cave that has collapsed on the landward side, leaving a 
large chasm still joined to the sea through an arch. There is also a chance of seeing - dolphins, 
porpoises and whales. 
In the afternoon we will enjoy a guided walking tour of Kirkwall , then you are
free to enjoy Kirkwall at leisure. ( Lunch & Dinner Included)

Day 3, Monday 
Island of Westray  

It’s an early start as we set off to catch the ferry. Today we visit the
“Queen of the Isles”the Island of Westray. 
We will visit Noltland Castle, a fortress erected in the second half of the 
16th century by Gilbert Balfour who held high office under Mary Queen
of Scots. Wildlife abounds on this island and we will visit the dramatic 
cliffs at Noup Head RSPB Reserve, where thousands of petrels, 

kittiwakes, guillemots and razorbills gather for the breeding season, constituting one of the 
biggest bird colonies in Great Britain . Here you will also see the Noup Head Lighthouse,
constructed in 1898 to warn ships off the North Shoal.We will explore the magnificent high-level 
storm beach at The Nev in Aikerness, where you will view some of the most spectacular cliffs 
and scenery and have some wonderful photo opportunities. We will stop at Pierowall for a brief 
visit to the St. Mary's Medieval Parish Church. We will travel 
through The Fitty and Skea Hills, passed the Knowe of Burristae 
Broch down to Tuquoy. We will end our visit of the island at
Castle o' Burrian. This is the best place to see puffins in Orkney
and the stack is home to many of the cheeky little birds. 
We set sail back to Kirkwall. ( Dinner Included)
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Day 4, Tuesday
Maeshowe / Skara Brae
Today we will explore Orkney’s 5,500 year-old Neolithic Heartland. 
We will begin at the Tomb of Maeshowe, the finest Chambered tomb
in north west Europe. Nearby we will see the Standing Stones of 

Stenness and the Barnhouse Neolithic Village.
Our tour will take us to the magnificent Ring of Brodgar – originally 60 
stones in a vast circle between the Stenness and Harray Lochs. We will 
then explore Skara Brae, an incredibly well preserved Stone village 
containing an intricate maze of dwellings, with stone beds, lintels and 
cupboards are all intact, and dates back some 5,000 years. We will visit 
Skaill House. We continue our exploration of times gone by, with a visit
to the Broch of Gurness. The Broch of Gurness
remains an imposing building with its ramparts 

and ditches, broch tower and extensive surrounding settlement. The site
was occupied from the Iron Age through Pictish times.
( Dinner Included)

Day 5, Wednesday  Island of Rousay  
Set within the wild Atlantic Ocean is the small Island of  Rousay. 
Today we will explore this island, where an abundance of wildlife
can be seen - seals basking on the rocks, otters fishing in the
shallows and a wide variety of resident and migratory birds. In the
summer the roadside verges are covered with
many wild flowers, including orchids. The air
is pure, the sea a deep azure blue, the views 
stunning. Peace and tranquillity are all around

and the natives are friendly. We take a leisurely drive around the island with
plenty of stops for flowers, birds, seals and spectacular island views. We visit Taversoe Tuick, a 
rare two storied cairn and Blackhammer Yarso, after which we will stop for a picnic lunch. 
From Leean Viewpointyou will see panoramic views. At Saviskaill Bayyou will find a seal 
colony. We end the day exploring the Westness Walk. This one mile walk, described as the most 
important archaeological mile in Scotland, spans settlements from the first Stone Age settlers, the 
Pictish Iron Age, the Viking invaders, the period of the Earls and the
troubled crofting times We will visit  Midhowe Broch and Cairn,2 of 
the finest archaeological sites in Orkney, which lie close to the shore. 
We will. The views and wildlife in this area are all part of an experience
that will live on long after you have left Orkney.
(We strongly advise you to wear comfortable footwear)
( Lunch & Dinner Included)
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Day 6, Thursday 
Island of Hoy (We strongly advise you to wear good comfortable footwear)

Today we set sail for the beautiful Island of Hoy, mountainous and
rugged, with babbling burns and wide open heather moorland. It is 
home to the Great Skuas and red-throated divers, the Arctic Hare, 
Britain’s most northerly ancient woodland of Berriedale with heath 
and bog plants such as the fly eating sundews and butterworts.
You will hike across the moorland of the Hoy RSPB Reserveto 

stunning cliffs where you can see the Old Man of Hoy ,a 137m high, 
sandstone sea stack. Keep a look out for great skuas, red grouse, puffins,

gannets, dunlins, and golden plovers on this 5 mile
walk.
Then stop at the 5,000 year old Dwarfie Stone, the
only example of a rock-cut tomb in Scotland. You
will pass through the beautiful Rackwick Glen and visit the crofting 
township at Rackwick.  Rackwick Bayis enclosed by high red sandstone 
cliffs and heather covered hills, is one of the most
beautiful spots in Orkney.
We end our visit at the Lyness Naval Base and 

Interpretation Centre , a museum which paints a vivid picture of the 
role the Royal Navy played in Orkney during the World Wars.
( Lunch & Dinner Included)

Day 7, Friday
The Italian Chapel /Tomb of the Eagles 
Today we head down south to South Ronaldsay, on the way we will visit Scapa Flowand across 

the Churchill Barriers, a series of causeways linking five Orkney islands 
together. Then on to The Italian Chapel, which was built by POW’s. The
ingenuity shown by the prisoners is remarkable – don't miss the lamps 
they fashioned out of bully beef tins! 
Enjoy the walk to the cliff-side tomb when 
we visit the Tomb of the Eagles, named 

after the many eagles claws found among the burials. It pre-dates
the pyramids and is estimated to be around 5000 years old.
Enjoy a lunch on the Island of Burray, before heading to Deerness
on the Orkney mainland where you will tour the workshop and be 
amazed by the artistry involved in the hand making of Sheila Fleet’s original Orkney designer 
jewellery. 
This evening we will enjoy a traditional Orcadian evening, with food, song and dance. 
( Lunch and Dinner Included). 
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Day 8, Saturday
The Rennibister Earth House/ Stromness
We start our journey with a visit toCuween Cairn, locally known as the Fairy Knowe. 

This burial cairn, on hill with Primrose flowers overlooking Bay of Firth, 
is a communal tomb of about 3000 BC. A low mound covers this 
Neolithic chambered tomb with four cells. Remains of eight people were
found inside with bones of ox, birds and the skulls of 24 dogs, which   
suggests some rite connected with hunting totem to protect the tribe. 
After walking uphill through heather, there is
an entrance gate with a flashlight available to
use to explore the inside of the tomb. We will
head, to one of Orkney’s earth houses , 

the picturesque Rennibister Earth House, located in the yard of a 
working farm, by the south-eastern shore of Bay o' Firth.
Our last stop is at the picturesque harbour village of Stromness. Here you will have the rest of the
day free to explore Stromness at your leisure. This is the time for 
any last minute shopping ! 
We return to Kirkwall, where we will have our farewell dinner .
.

Day 9, Sunday
Kirkwall/ Depart
Independent departure from Kirkwall, Orkney Islands.

Departure Dates: From April to September                                         
Price includes: 8 Nights Bed and Breakfast, all entrance fees, all ferry fees, guided tour,
8 Dinners and 4 Lunches
Clothing / Equipment: We do advise, that you bring with you, suitable outdoor clothing, 
weatherproof over-clothing and stout walking boots or shoes. To get the most out of your wildlife
viewing we recommend that you bring a set of binoculars.
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TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. Reservations:
A deposit of 25% of Tour Price, along with a completed and signed Reservation Form, 
will reserve a place for you on this Voyages of Discovery tour. The balance of the fare
is due 60 days prior to departure. If we do not receive the final payment by the due 
date, we reserve the right to cancel the reservation. If you book within the balance due 
period, you must pay the full holiday price at the time of booking. 

All tour prices are based on rates (including foreign exchange rates) known at the time 
of printing and expected to be in effect at the time of departure. Due to Currency  
Fluctuation prices are subject to change. However, once Voyages of Discovery has
received your final payment, the land price is guaranteed, and any subsequent land cost

increases are at our expense, not including surcharges and any government tax increases. Tour prices are per person, based on two 
persons sharing a room. Single room supplements will apply.

2. Cancellation and Refund Policy: 
Notification of cancellation must be received in writing by Voyages of Discovery. At the time we receive your written 
cancellation, the following penalties will apply:

91 days or more prior to departure:
10 % of the tour fare

61- 90 days or more prior to departure:
25 % of the tour fare

46 - 60 days prior to departure:
50% of the tour fare

1- 45 days prior to departure:
100% of the tour fare

Some air fare may be non-refundable. Once a tour has departed, there will be no refunds from Voyages of Discovery any unused 
portions of the trip. The above policy also applies to all extensions and independent travel arrangements made in conjunction with
this program.

3. Trip Cancellation and Interruption Insurance:
We strongly advise that all travellers purchase trip cancellation and interruption insurance as protection against an emergency that
may force you to cancel or leave a tour while it is in progress.

4. Share Policy:
Accommodations on all Voyages of Discovery tours are based on double occupancy. If you are travelling alone and wish to share
accommodations, a roommate will be assigned to you whenever possible. When pairing roommates, we will always pair 
participants of the same sex and make every effort to accommodate smokers with other smokers. If it is not possible to pair you
with a roommate, you may be asked to pay a single supplement for the land portion of the program.

5. Medical Information:
Participation in a Voyages of Discovery Tour requires that you be in generally good health. It is essential that persons with any
medical problems and related dietary restrictions make them known to us well before departure. The tour leader has the right to
disqualify any participant at any time during the tour if he or she feels the participant is physically incapable and/or if a 
participant’s continued participation will jeopardize either the individual involved or the group. There will be no refund given
under these circumstances.

6. Itinerary Changes & Trip Delay: 
Itineraries are based on information available at the time of printing and are subject to change. Voyages of Discovery, reserves the
right to change a program’s dates, staff, itineraries, or accommodations as conditions warrant. If a trip must be delayed or the
itinerary changed due to bad weather, road conditions, transportation delays, government intervention, airline schedules, sickness, 
or other contingency for which Voyages of Discovery or its agents cannot make provision, the cost of delays or changes is not
included.

7. Itinerary Cancellation: 
Voyages of Discovery, reserves the right to cancel an itinerary before departure for any reason whatsoever, including too few
participants or logistical problems such as strikes, wars, acts of God, or any other circumstances that may make operation of the
trip inadvisable. 



TERMS & CONDITIONS
All trip payments received will be promptly refunded, and this refund will be the limit of Voyages of Discovery’s
liability. Voyages of Discovery is not responsible for any expenses incurred by trip members in preparing for the trip, including 
non-refundable or penalty-carrying airline tickets, special clothing, visa or passport fees, or other trip-related expenses.

8. Visas and Passports
A valid national passport is needed for all tours and, as the various countries all have their own formalities, it is imperative that
you check with your travel agent the visa requirements to enter the countries of the tour you have chosen. Local consulates will
also be in a position to give advice. Passengers are responsible for getting their own visa’s and must ensure that they can obtain 
these visas before entering into a booking commitment with us.

9. Participation:
Voyages of Discovery, reserves the right to decline to accept any individual as a trip member for any reason whatsoever.

10. Young travellers:
Travellers who are less than 18 years old on the tour departure date must be accompanied by an adult. We do not accept
children who are less than eight years old. Due to heightened security, many countries have adopted practices to prevent
international abductions of children. If a child will be travelling with adults other than the parents or with only one parent, it is 
advised that you also contact the appropriate consulate and airlines for any legal requirements.

11. Smoking:
Smoking is not allowed on transportation that is exclusively provided by Voyages of Discovery.

12. Included:
All accommodations and meals as outlined in the itinerary; group transfers; guided excursions as stated in the itinerary; entrance
fees for parks, reserves, etc.

13. Not Included:
All air transportation; excess baggage charges; airport arrival and departure taxes; transfers for independent arrivals and 
departures; passport and/or visa fees; travel insurance; gratuities; items of a personal nature such as laundry, bar charges, 
alcoholic beverages, e-mail/fax/telephone charges. 

14. Limitations of Liability: 
This section defines Voyages of Discovery’s responsibility with respect to all of our trips, including extensions and independent
arrangements. Please read it carefully.

Voyages of Discovery, its Owners, Agents, and Employees give notice that they act only as the agent for the owners, contractors,
and suppliers providing means of transportation and/or all other related travel services and assume no responsibility howsoever 
caused for injury, loss, or damage to person or property in connection with any service resulting directly from: acts of God, 
detention, annoyance, delays, expenses arising from quarantine, strikes, thefts, pilferage, force majored, failure of any means of
conveyance to arrive or depart as scheduled, civil disturbances, terrorism, government restrictions or regulations, and 
discrepancies or changes in transit or hotel services over which it has no control. Reasonable changes in the itinerary may be 
made where deemed advisable for the comfort and well-being of the passengers.

As described in item 1 above, all prices are subject to change.

As described in item 7 above, in the event that a tour must be cancelled, Voyages of Discovery is not responsible for any 
personal expenses incurred by trip members in preparing for the program.

On advancement of deposit to Voyages of Discovery, the depositor acknowledges that he/she has read and understands the above
recited terms and conditions, and agrees to be bound by them.



RESERVATION FORM

Tour Reference: _______________

Tour Departure Date: ____________

Name # 1: ________________________________________
(as it appears on the passport)
Date of Birth: ____________________________
Address: Phone Home _____________
Street _____________________      Phone Office _____________
City _____________________ Fax _____________
Code _________ E-mail _____________
Additional Passengers:
Name: (as it appears on the passport) Date of Birth
1.___________________________________ ______________
2.___________________________________ ______________
3.___________________________________ ______________
4.___________________________________ ______________

Special Anniversary Dates: _____________________________________________

Accommodations: Twin Share Single
Smoking Non Smoking

Deposit Information:
Deposits are to be made to the following bank account:
Name: Voyages of Discovery
Bank: Standard Bank of SA Ltd
Branch: Castle Walk
Branch Code: 014645
Account Number: 411311778 

I / We have read and understood the enclosed Terms & Conditions for this Tour and agree to
abide by them.
Signature: __________________________________ Date: _________________

Please complete and return this reservation form together with the copy of the bank transfer for 25%
deposit or full payment to: Voyages of Discovery
Address: P.O Box 41020, Moreletapark, 0044, South Africa
Fax: +27 86 689 9917
E-mail: information@voyagesdiscovery.com


